Current Policy

Title 28
EDUCATION

Part CXXXIX, Bulletin 126--Charter Schools

Chapter 1.General Provisions
107, Types of Charter Schools

A Atype | charter school s a new school operated as the resull of and pursuant 1o a charter between the nonprofit
corporation ereated 1o operate the school and a local school board.

B Aype 1B charter school is a new school or a preexisting public school operated ns the result of and pursuant to a
charter between the nonprofit corporation created 1o operate the school and o local charter authorizer,

O Atype 2 charter school 15 a new school or a preexisting public school converted and operated as the result of and
pursuant to a charter between the nonprofit corporation created to operate the school and the state Board of Elementary
and Secondary Education,

D, Awpe 3 charter school is a preexisting public school converied and operated as the result of and pursuant o a
charter between a nonprofit corporation and the local school board.

E. A type 3B charter school 18 a former type 5 charter school transterred from the Recovery School District 1o the
administration and management of the transferring local school system pursuant o RS, 17:10.5, RS, 17:10,7 and
Bulletin 129, §505,

F. Atype 4 charter school is a preexisting public school converted and operated or a new school operated as the
result of and pursuant 10 a charter between a local school board and the state Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education,

G Atype 5 charter school s a preexisting public school transferred to the recovery school district as a school
determined to be failing pursuant 1o RS, 17005 or WS, 17:10.7 and operated as the result of and pursuant (o a charter
between o nonprofit corporation and the state Board of Elementary and Secondary Education,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in sccordonee with BLS 1 T:60A 100, RS 173081, and RS, 17:3973,
HISTORICAL NOTE;  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in LR 34: 1358 (July 2008}, smended
LR 39:3249 ( December 2013},

Chapter 3. Charter School Authorizers
8301, Charter School Authorizers

Ao The stte Board ol Elementary and Secondary Education authorizes the operation of type 2, type 4, and type 5
charter schoals,

B, Local school boards authorize the operation of type | type 3, and type 38 charter schools,
O Local charter authorizers authorize the operation of tyvpe 1B charter schools,

ALUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgmed in sccordance with RS, 17:60A 10), RS, 173981, and RS, | T:3082,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgmed by the Board of Elementary ond Secondory Education in LR 34:1359 (luly 2008), amended
LR 39473 (March 2003, LR 393249 ( December 201 3),

8307, Local School Board Duties
A, Local school boards have the following duties relating to charter schools:

1. to report any charter entered into 1o; and 1o report the number of schools chartered, the status of those schools,
and any recommendations relating to the charter school program to BESE no later than July 1 of each year;

2. provide each charter school with the criteria and procedures that will be used when considering whether to
renew o school's charter;

3. o notily the chartering group in writing ol any decisions made relative 1o the renewal or nonrenewal ol a
school's charter not later than Jonuary 31 of the year in which the charter would expire, A notification that a charter will
not be renewed shall include written explanation of the reasons for such non-renewal,

4. 1o make available to chartering groups any vacant schoal Tacilities or any facility slated 1o be vacant for lease or
purchose al up to foir market value, In the case of o type 1B or o type 2 charter school ereated as o result ol a conversion,
the facility and all property within the existing school shall nlso be made available o the chartering group. In return for
the use of the facility and s contents, the chartering group shall pay a proportionate share of the local school board's
bonded indebtedness to be caleulated in the same monner as set for in RS, 17 09900CH 2 Wadi). IF such facilities were
constructed at no cost o the local school board, then such focilities, including all equipment, books, mstructional
materials, and furmiture within such fucilities, shall be provided to the charter school at no cost.

5. il requested by o charter school, provide transportation services (o a charter school student pursuant 1o RS,
17:158,

i, The charter school shall reimburse the local schoal board for the actunl cost of providing such transportation
unless an amount less than the netual cost is agreed upon by both parties.
AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgoted in accordance with [LS, 17:60A0010), RS, 13081, RS, 1T 3982, and RS, 17: 30983,

HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementury und Secondary Education in LR 34:135% (July 2008), amended
LI 37868 (March 2000), LIR 38:3017 (December 20123, LR 39:3064 (November 2003)



5309, Charter Authorizer Reporting Reguirements

A All charter auwthorizers including BESE, local school boards and local charter authorizers shall notily state
legislotors regarding mitial charter school proposals and applications according 1o the following requirements,

. At the time a chartering group submits its initial proposal or application to operate a charter school, the
chartering nuthority shall notify each state senator and state representative in whose district the charter school is 1o be
located that such proposal or application has been submitied,

2. Such notification shall be limited w the dote the proposal or application was submitted, the charier authorizer 1o
which the proposal or application was submitted, the type ol charier school the chartering group seeks to operate, and the
location of the proposed school.

3. The charier authorizer shall also notily each state senator and state representative in whose disteict the charter
school s 1o be located whether the proposal or application to operate a charter school was approved or denied,
4. The notilications shall be sent by both postal mail and electronic mail w ench legislator s district office.
5. This section shall notapply o renewals of the charter of an existing charter school,
AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgoted i accordance with IS, 176000000, RS, 1730981, RS, 173082, and RS, 173083,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in LR 40:2517 (December 200147,
Chapter 4. Local Charter Authorizers
8400, Local Charter Authorizers
Loval Chevter Authorizer—an entity certified by BESE (o enter into agreements with chartering groups,
AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in aceordance with .S, 1734973,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementory and Secondary Educntion, LR 30473 (March 20133,
8403, Certification of Local Charter Authorizers
A The LDE will ereate and run an annual application process by which entities will apply to the LDE o seck BESE
approval. This process shall:
1. be conducted in a timely manner;
2. include ossessments ol whether each proposal is valid, complete, financially well-structured, educationally

sound, provides Tor o master plan of acadenic excellence, and provides o plan Tor developing the capacity to authorize
not fewer than five schools;

3. provide for an independent evaluation of proposals by a third party with educational, organizational, legal, and
linancial expertise:
4. not result in more than five local charter authorizers certilied 1o operate in any regional labor market area, as
defined by the Lowsionn Workforee Commission, at any given time,
B, To be certilied by BESE, a local charter authorizer applicant must, at o minimum:
. be o stle agency, a nonprofit corporation, a Lowisiana public posisecondary education institution, or a nonprofit
corporation established by the governing authority of o parish or municipality;

2. have an educational mission;

3. not operate any charter schools;
4. have been incorporated Tor three or more years;

5, hove in its possession not less than $500,000 in assets net of labilities as reported 1o the Louisiann Department
of Revenue; and

fi, have no officer, ndmimistrator, director, or any person having managerial authority who has been convicted of or
has pled nolo contendere 1o any erime defined as a felony or has been convieted under the laws of any other state or of
the United States or of any foreign government or country of o crime which, if committed in this state, would be a felony,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with RS, IT398 1, RS, [T:3981 1, RS 173982, and RS, 17 3996,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondory Education, LR 30473 (March 20133,

405, Open Meetings Laws

A, Any nonprofit corporation certified by BESE as a local charter authorizer shall be subject io the Open Meetings
Law in accordance with .5, 42:11 et seq., the Public Records Law in accordance with .S, 44:1 ¢t seq., and the Code of
Giovernmenial Ethies in accordance with R.S. 42: 1101 et seq., when exercising its authority as a local charter authorizer,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in scoordumee with RS, 1734982
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondory Education, LR 39:474 (March 20013,

§407.  Independent Financial Audii

A A nonprofit corporation certified by BESE as n local charter authorizer shall submit to the LDE an annual
independent financial audit performed by a cenified public accountant who has been approved by the legislative auditor,
The audit shall be performed in accordance with generally accepted governmental auditing standards and the Louisiana
governmental audit guide. The completed audit shall be submitted annually to the LDE and to the legislative auditor and
shall be subject to the provisions of RS, 24513 i so far as it pertaing 10 quasi-public agencies. The LDE shall develop
the process und gudelines by which such audits will be conducted.

ALUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in secordonce with .5, 17:3981.2
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Boord of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 39474 (March 2013)

409, Local Charter Authorizers; Initial Certification Period and Initial Review

A, Local charter nuthorizers shall initially be certilied for a period of live years,



B, Following the thivd year of operation of the first charter school authorized by the local charter authorizer, the LDE
shall conduct a review of the authorizer's activities and the performance of charter schools 1t has authorized, 1f the
average performance of these schools s a *C7 DS or PF or any variation thereof, the local charter authorizer shall be
placed on probation and shall submit a plan for improving the performance of the schools under its authority 1o the LDLE,

C. The provisions of Subsection B3 shall not apply il such review would occur in the filth year ol a local charter

authorizer's initial certification period,

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordonee with RS, 1739410 ond RS, 17:3951.2
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of Elementary ond Secondary Education, LR 39:474 {Murch 2013),

g411.  Renewal of Certification for Local Charter Authorizers

Ao Inthe fifth vear of a local charter authorizer's initial certification period, the LDE shall conduct a review ol
performance of the charter schools authorized by the local charter authorizer, and recommend o BESE the renewal or
non-renewal of the local charter authorizer's certification,

B, The term of any renewal of certification must be at least three years and no more than ten years. Every three vears
during the renewal certilication term, the LDE shall conduct a review of the local charter authorizer's activities and the
performance of the schools it has authorized.

. I the average performance of the charter schools authorized by the local charter authorizer is a letter grade of “C"
or any vartation thereol alter the mitial certification period, the local charter authorizer may not authorize any additional
schoals until the average performance ol the charter schools auwthorized by the local charter authorizer is a letter grade of
“A" or “B" or any variation thereof,

1. 1 the average performance of the charter schools authorized by the local charter authorizer 18 a leter grade of "D
or "I ar any variation thereol after the inual certification period, BESE shall not recertify the local charter authorizer
and shall provide for the tansfer of the charter schools authorized by the local charter authorizer 1o the state board as
type 2 or type 5 charter schools,

E. In determimng whether to renew certilication for a local charter authorizer, BESE shall consider all information it
has abtawmed regarding the local charier authorizer and the schools it has authorized,

ALUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in secordance with 17:3981, RS, 17:3081, ), RS, | 73082, and RS, 17: 39946,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementory and Secondary Education, LR 39:474 {Muarch 2013},

8417, Owersight of Charter Schools Authorized by Local Charter Authorizers

A, The LDE shall monitor and evaluate the academic performance of charter schools auvthorized by local charter
authorizers in nccordance with BESE policy,

B, Each local charter authorizer shall monitor and evaluate, on an ongoing basis, the legal, contractual, financial, and
academic performance ol the schools it has awthorized, and shall ensure the health and salety of all students in the
schools it nuthorizes,

AUTHORITY NOTE;  Promulgated in sccordance with RS, 17:3973, RS, 173974, RS, 7308, RS, 17:3981.1, RS
[ 7:3891.2, RS, 1 7:3982, und R.8. | T: 3996,
HISTORICAL NOTE;  Prosoulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondory Education, LR 39:474 (March 2013,

419, Authorizer Fee

Ao Adlocal charter authorizer may annually charge each charter school it authorizes a fee in an amount equal o 2
percent of the total per pupil amount that is received by o charter school for administrative overhead costs incurred by the
local charter authorizer Tor considering the charter application and any amendment thereto, providing monitoring and
oversight of the school, collecting and analyzing data of the school, and for reporting on school performance, Such lee
amount shall be withheld from the per pupil amount in monthly increments and shall not be applicable o any federal
money or grants received by the charter school, Administrative overhead costs shall not include any cost incurred by the
chartering authority to provide purchased services to the charter school, A local charter authorizer may provide other
services for a charter school and charge the actual cost of providing such services, but no such arrangement shall be
required as o condition for authorizing the charter schoaol,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in pccordance with .S, 17: U5,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 39:474 (Muarch 2013},

421, Annual Report

A, Each local charter authorizer shall report 1o BESE on the number of schools chartered, the status of those schools,
and any recommendations by July | of each vear,

B, Each charter school shall provide o comprehensive report o be reviewed by its local eharier authorizer after the
completion of the third year,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in sccordance with RS, 17001 and RS, 1 7:3098,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgared by the Board ol Elementary and Secondury Eduention, LR 3475 (Muarch 2013),

4423, Closure of Local Charter Authorizers

AL In the event that a local charter authorizer censes operations or loses 1ts BESE certification, the LDE shall develop
and oversee the process of transterring schools from that local charter authorizer o the state board as type 2 or type 5
charter schools.

B. It local charter puthorizer loses s certification from the state board or otherwise ceases (o exist, all public assets
which it has pequired os a local charter authorizer pursuant to this Chapter shall become the property of BESE; provided
that the state board shall first alTord the local school district within whose houndaries the assets are located the option 1o
purchase or otherwise acquire such public assets. Each local charter school authorizer shall document all assets acquired
with private funds,

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with .S, 17:3981,2,
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 39475 (March 2013),



Chapter 5. Charter School Application and Approval Process

§521.  Awthorization of Schools by Local Charter Authorizers

A, Local charter authorizers shall conduct an annual charter school applications and approval process, using the same
timelines established in Bulletin 126 by BESE for local school district charter school applications and approvals.

B, Each local charter authorizer shall use a common charter application developed by the LDE and approved by the
state board, but may request additional information from applicanis as needed.

. Local charter authorizers must comply with all lows and regulations regarding the application and approval
process when authorizing charter schools,

. The charter school applicanon and approval process conducted by o local charter authorizer must be in
compliance with the latest principles and standards Tor quality charter school authorizing, as promulgated by the National
Association of Charter School Authorizers,

I Local charter authorizers shall provide for an independent evaluation ol charter proposals by a third party with
educational, organizational, legal, and financial expertise.

o The local charter authorizer shall make public through its website, and in printed form upon request, the
Tollowing:

[, the puidelines for submitting a charter proposal in accordance with Subsections A-E of this Section;
20 all forms required for submission of a charter proposal;
3. the timelines established for accepting and reviewing charter proposals;
4. the process that will be used to review charter proposals submitied to the board;
5. the name and contact information for a primary point of contact for charer proposals,
G Inoreviewing a charter proposal for approval, the local charter authorizer shall determine whether the proposal:

1. 15 valid;

=

is complete;

3 s finoncially well-structured;

4. s educationally sound;

5. provides for o master plan for improving behavior and discipline in accordance with RS, 17:252;
B, provides o plan for collecting data in accordunce with RS, 17:3911; and

T, offers potentinl for fullilling the purposes of this bulletin,

H. Prior o approviog a charter for o type 1B school, the local charter authorizer considering the proposal shall hold a
public meeting for the purpose of receiving public input, Such meeting shall be held in the geographic aren to be served
by the school after rensonable efforts have been made to notify the public of the meeting and its content,

. Local charter nuthorizers shall provide written notification 1o all apphicants whose charter proposals have been
demed,

1. 1t a charter applicant believes that o local charter authorizer has not complied with Subsections A-F of this Section
in its evaluation of an application, the charter applicant may submit its proposal to the LDE for its review and approval
as i type 2 charter, I the LDE determines that the local charter authorizer failed to comply with Subsections A-F ol this
Seection, it shall notily the local charter authorizer of that determination and the LDE may proceed with its own review of
the charter application,

K. Each approved charter may be approved subject 1o whatever other resolutory or suspensive conditions the
chartering authority requires provided those entering into the charter agree with the conditions, If the local board or local
charter authorizer seeks o amend the charter agreement in o manner that is unaccepiable to the charter school or if the
charter schoal finds requested terms for charter renewal (o be unaceeptable, the charter schoal may petition BESE 1o
convert 1o a type 2 charter school, pursuant 1o processes established by the LDE, Upon receipt of such request, BESE
shall notify the local board or local charter authorizer of the request and shall permit the local board or local charter
authorizer to provide a response prior (o any action on such request.

L. BESE may rescind a charter approval or agreement between o local charter authorizer and a chartering group if
the chartering group has been found by the state board 10 have o repeating pattern of abuse, neglect, and mistreatment of
students,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgoted in aveordonce with RS, 173973, RS 17:3974, RS, (73981, RS 739810, RS

1739812, RS, 173082, and RS, [T 3006,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgoted by the Board of Elementary and Sceondary Education, LR 39475 (March 201 3)

8523, Charter School Replication
Ao Acharter operator may open and operate up to two additional charter schools under the same chartering authority

without making a formal application o its chartering awthority i the charter schools currently operated by the charter
operator meet the performance eriteria outlined below:

o all charter schools currently operated by the charter operator must meet the Tollowing performance criteria;

o an averaged letter grade of A or B based upon the most recent school performance scores Tor all charter
schools currently in operation under the charter operator;

b, demonstrated growth in student academic achievement ns measured by on overaged incrensed school
performance score over the three proceeding school vears based upon the school performance scores for all charter
schools currently in operation under the charter operator;



¢, has received meeis expectations designations in the most recent evaluations in organizational performance
necording 1o the charter school performance compact for the majority ol the charter operator's schools;

d.  has received meets expectations designation in the most recent evaluation in financial performance according
to the charter school performance compaet for the majority of the charter operator's schools; and

2. in addition, at least one of the charier operator’s currently operating schools must meet the {ollowing
perlormance criteria;
a.  currently has a letter grade of A or B;
b, has demonsirated growth in student academic achievement as measured by an increased school performance
seare over the three proceeding school years;
e has received o meets expectations designotion in the most recent evaluation in organizational performance
pecording 1o the charter school performance compact: and

d.  has recerved a meets expectations designation in the most recent evaluation in financial performance
pecording 1o the charter school performance compact;

30 should the charter operator meet the eriterin outlined in Paragraphs 1 and 2, above, the charter aperator may
apen and operate up o two additional charter schools for each currently operating charter school meeting the specific
eriteria outlined in Paragraph 2, above, under the same chartering authority, without making a formal application to the
chartering authority;

4. the new charter schools must serve the same grade levels and enrollment boundaries as the operator's charter
sehool that meets the eligibility eriterin owlined above in Paragraph 2,

5. The type of charter schools the charter operator may open shall be determined as follows;

Charter School

Meeting

Eligibiliny

|_Hequirements Permitied N of Charter ]
Fype | o Type |,
o My be o Type 3 subject 1o the permission off
the sehool bioard

[ype 113 o Type B
ype 2 o MNew Typel;

o May be o Type 2 conversion chaner sehool
upon receiving approval from the professional
faculey, stall, and paremis or guardions of the
pre=cxisting sehool, os required in §507,

o My b n Type 5 subject o siting by the RS w0
transfonm o current RSO divect-run or Type §
chaner sehool

Type 3  Type |

o May be o Tvpe 3 subjoct o the permission of
the seliol Bonnd

Type 30 o Type I3, subject o the chater operaton’s

ahility 1o provide o fwcility or énter inlo an

apreement with the local school board for use of

o st howl board faciliny

Type 4 o Typed

Type 5 s Typel,

o May be o Type 2 conversion chater schoal
upon receiving approvial from the professionnd
faculty, stul¥, and parents or guardians of the
pre-existing school, as required in B507;

o May be o Type 5 subject to siting by the RSD
translorm o current RSD direct-run or Type §
clanter sehool

. the chartering group shall notily its chartering suthority of its intent o open one or two additional charter
schools pursuant to this section at least 120 calendar days prior 1o the day on which each additional school shall enroll
stuclents;

7. at least 90 calendar days prior 1o the day on which each additional school shall enroll siudents, the chariering
authority shall enter into o charter agreement with the chartering group for ench additional school and shall notity BESE
ol its action;

8. the charter operator must complete all processes and required by law and BESE policy 1o open a school,
including, but not limited to the procurement of all required permiis, inspections and approvals necessary 1o safeguard
student safery and welfare,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in occordance with RS, 1T:60A 100, RS, IT:398 1, and RS, 1 T:3992(A),
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondory Education LR 39: 1432 (June 200 3), amended LR
F0A250 0 December 201 3)

Chapter 7.Charter School Performance Contract
8707, Contracts Between Loeal Charter Authorizers and Charter Operators

A, Ewvery charter contract between o local charter authorizers and the charter operator of a school authorized by the
local charter authorizer shall include the following:

. all clauses and exhibits required in charter school contracts by Title 17, Chapter 42 of the Louisiana Revised
Stantes and by BESE Bulletin 126;

2. requirements that the charter operator abide by all applicable federal and state law, and BESE policy,



3. a clause allowing oll righis, responsibilities, and interests of the local charter authorizer in the contract o be
assigned 1o BESE, in the event that the local charter authorizer ceases to operaie or loses its BESE certification;

4. provisions that no person who has been convicted of or has pled nolo contendere 1o o crime listed in RS,
15:587. 1{C) shall be hired by a charter school as a teacher, substitute teacher, bus driver, substitute bus driver, or janitor,
or a8 o lemporary, part time, or permanent school employee ol any Kind;

5. a clouse acknowledging that BESE may rescind the charter contract if the chariering group has been found by
the state board to have a repeating pattern of abuse, neglect, and mistreatment of students;

. o clause acknowledging that af the charter 15 revoked or the school otherwise censes to operate, all assets
purchased with any public funds become the property of the local charter nuthorizer;

7. o clouse requiring the charter operator and charter school to annually submit its budget 1o the local charter
authorizer.

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgomed in pccordance with R85, 17:3973, RS, 173974, RS, 173981, LS. 1739811, RS, 1T:3082,
and R.S. 17 394946,

HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgmed by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 39:476 (March 2013),
Chapter 23, Charter School Funding
§2301. State Funding

A, Unless otherwise provided by law, the per pupil amount provided (o a type 1, 1B, 2, 3, 38, or 4 charter school
shall be computed at least annually and shall be equal 10 the per pupil amount provided through the Minimum
Foundation Program formula, determined by the allocation weighis in the formula based upon student charneteristics or
needs, received by the school district in which the student resides, as determined by the weighted differentinted funding
formula based upon individual student characteristics or needs that s provided through the Minimum Foundation
Program, except as provided in Subsection E ol this Section,

1. The state-Tunded per pupil allocation shall be based upon the weighted student membership count received by
the district pursuant 1o the most recent legislatively approved Minimum Foundation Program formula, and include all
levels and allocation weights based upon student characteristics or needs as provided in the formula except any
supplementary allocations for specific purposes. Supplementary allocations Tor specilic purposes shall be provided
charter schools based solely on the funds generated by the charter school within each specific allocation.

B, Ininial allocation ol the per pupil amount each year shall be based on estimates provided by the Louisiana
Depariment of Education using the most recent local revenue data and projected pupil counts available, Allocations may
be adjusted during the vear o reflect actual pupil counts.

. For the purposes of funding, each type |, type 3, and type 4 charter school shall be considered an approved public
school of the local school board emtering into the charter agreement.

D Type 5 charter schools shall receive a per pupil amount each year pursuant to formulas developed by the RSD
which maoy include dilferentinted funding for certmin students, mcluding students wentified as being ehigible for special
education services, and based on the October | membership count of the charter school and any other membership count
authorized pursuant to the Minimum Foundation Program formula adopted each vear,

E.o Beginming on July 1, 2006, for allocations in a school district with one or more type 3B charter sehools in o parish
that contains a municipality. with o population of 300,000 or more persons according o the latest Tederal decennial
census, refer to Bulletin 129—The Recovery Schoof Districe, §1111,

I, Type 2 charter schools approved prior (o July 1, 2008 shall receive a per pupil amount from the Louisiana
Department of Education each year based on the October 1 membership count of the charter school and using state funds
specilically provided for this purpose. In order to provide for adjustments in allocations made 1o type 2 charter schools as
a result of changes i enrollment, BESE may provide annually for a Februwry pupil membership count 1o reflect any
changes in pupil enrollment that may oceur after October 1 of each vear, Type 2 charter schools authorized by the state
Board of Elememary and Secondary Education after July 1, 2008, shall receive o per pupil amount each year as provided
in the Minimum Foundation Program approved formula,

1. Any allocation adjusiment made pursuant to this Paragraph shall not be retroactive and shall be applicable for
the period from March | through the end ol the school year. The provisions of this Paragraph relative to an allocation
adjustment shall not be applicable to any type 2 charter school that has had an increase or decrease in student enrollment
of 5 percent or less in any school vear for which the February membership count occurs,

G. A charter authority may annually charge each charter school it authorizes a fee in an amount equal 1o two percent
of the per pupil allocation that 18 received by o charter school Tor administrative overbend costs meurred by the
chartering authority for considering the charter application and any amendment thereto, providing monitoring and
oversight ol the school, collecting and analyzing data ol the school, and [or reporting on school performuonce. Such fee
amount shall be withheld from the per pupil amount i monthly merements and shall not be appheable 1w any lederal
money or grants received by the school, Administrative overhead costs shall not inelude any cost incurred by the charter
authority 1o provide purchased services to the charter school,

1. At least 30 days prior (o the beginning of each fiscal year, each charier school shall be provided by its chartering
suthority with a projecied budget detailing anticipated administrative overhead costs and planned uses for fees charged
for such costs

2. By no later than 90 days following the end of each fiscal vear, ench charier school shall be provided by its

chartering authority or the Recovery School District, if applicable, an itemized accounting of the actual cost of each
purchased service provided to the charter school,

3. Local charter nuthorizers shall also submit the reports required in this Subsection to the LDE according to the
timelines provided for in this Subsection,

4. The LDE may withhold and retaim from state funds otherwise allocated o n local public school system through
the Minimum Foundation Program an amount equal 1o | quarter of | percent of the fee nmount charged to o type 38



charter school for administrative costs incurred by the LDE for providing financial oversight and monitoring of o tvpe 38
charter school acting as its own LEA.

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in aceordonce with RS, [ T:60AN 103, RS, 173081, ond RS, 17:3995,
HISTORICAL NOTE, Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in LI 3400371 (July 2008), amended
LR 37874 (March 200 1), LR 39:3250 { December 2013), LR 40:1324 (July 2014), LR 42:549 (April 20016), LR 42: 1019 (July 2016),

§2303. Federal I"uml:i.lll.'r

Ao Any type 1B, 2, or type 5 charter school shall be considered the local education agency for funding purposes and
statutory definitions uml. a5 o local education ageney, shall receive allocations for all available funding,

B, Atype 3B charter school shall have the option 1o remain its own local education agency or have the local school
hoard serve as the charter school’s local education agency, pursuant 1o §519 of this bulletin

. For each pupil enrolled i a charter school who s entitled to special education services, any state special
education funding bevond that provided i the Minimum Foundation Program and any federal funds Tor special
education for that pupil that would have been allocaied for that pupil shall be allocated 1o the charter school which the
pupil attends.

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in sccordamee with RS, 1 T60A 107, RS 173981, and RS, 1739495,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in LR 34: 1372 (July 2008), amended
LR 33251 (Decembaer 200 3), LR 4001324 (July 2014),

Chapter 27. Charter School Recruitment and Enrollment
§2701. Students Eligible to Attend

Ao Type 2 Charter Schools, Students meeting residency requirements established in o type 2 charter school's charter
are eligible to attend a type 2 charter school, A type 2 charter school may establish residency requirements for students
living within the state or may establish residency requirements restricted 1o a particular parish or parishes,

I, Type 2 charter schools shall collect and verily documents substantiating the residency ol each studem prior 1o
submitting residency information to statewide student information system, Acceptable documents shall be as follows:

B

mortgage (i owned),
b,  tax assessor's bill (if owned),
¢, homestead exemption bill (if owned);
d.  current lease of residence Tor the school year (il leased);
e, current rent receipl (il leased);
o previous two months utility bill {Disconnect notices are not acceptable:
L as;
i waler or sewer;
i, telephone (land line only);
iv.  cable or satellite television bill;
v.  internet service,
g current driver’s license or government-issued identification;

h.  current official letter from a government agency such as Department ol Children and Family Services or
Department of Health regarding services provided; or

i, current bank stntements,

2. The name ol the parent or legal custodians must appear on each document and the addresses must mateh on all
documents. The residency information must be upduted annually prior to the start of school for the student 1o be enrolled
in that school year,

3. I the parent or legal custodian neither owns nor rents o residence and s therefore living with another
individual, the parent or legal custodian must provide o notarized affidavit of residency signed by the parent or legal
custodian of the student as well as the individual with whom the parent or legal custodian is living, The aflidavit of
residency must attest (o the following:

p.  Student’s name;

b.  name of parent or legal custodian;

¢, address of parent or legal cusiodian;

. name of the person with whom the parent or legal custodian is living,

e, o statement of attestation by the parent or legal custodian that the student s living with him at the address
recorded on the affidavit and that the student has no other residence or domicile; and

[ o statement of attestation by the person with whom the parent or legal custodian 15 living that these persons in
fact live with the individual listed,

4. The person with whom the parent or legal custodian and student are living (who has signed the notarized
alfidavit) must provide three forms of evidence of residency from the neceptable list ol documents outlined above,

5 I parents are separnted, divorced or af the legal custodian is other than the biological parents, legal custody
documents, signed by o judge with o docket number, indicating the legal custodian or domiciliary parent must he
provided,



fi. The residency requirements must also be ineluded in the application requirements section contained in exhibit 1
ol the type 2 charter school contracts,

7. Nothing in this policy shall prohibit the sdmission or readmission to school of a siwdent who meets the
delinition of homeless under the federal McKinney-Vento Act (42 US.CL 11431 et seq.).

B, Type 4 Charter Schools. Only students who would be eligible to attend a traditional public school operated by the
local school board holding the Type 4 chorter or students from the same areas as those permitted 1o attend the preexisting
school, i a conversion charter, are ehgible 1o attend a Type 4 charter school, unless an agreement with another city,
parish, or other local school board 18 reached w allow students 1o attend the charter school,

. Twpe 5 Charter School Transterred Pursuant to .S, 17:10.5. Students eligible o attend a Type 5 charter school
translerred to the jurisdiction of the Recovery School Distriet pursuant o RS, 17:10.5 include those students who would
have been eligible 1o enroll in or attend the pre-existing school under the jurisdiction of the city, parish, or other local
public school board or other public school entity prior 1o 18 transfer o the recovery school district, In addition, if
capacity exists, any students who are eligible o participate i a school choce program established by the prior system
shall be permitted 0 enroll in such Type 5 charter schools which have capacity Tor another student in the approprinte
prade,

1. Type 5 Charter School Transferred Pursuant 1o RS, 17:10.7, Students eligible o attend a Type 5 charter school
transferred o the jurisdiction of the recovery school district include any student eligible to attend any school i the
system from which the school was transferred. Students eligible 1o attend such Type 5 charter schools may be required to
reside m o designated attendance zone, as set forth m a charter school's approved charter,

. Beginming with the 20012012 school year, each elementary and middle charter school, other than a Type 2 charter
school, may request from and be granted by its chartering authority the authority to give preference in its enrollment
procedures to students residing within the neighborhood immediately surrounding the school. The geographic boundaries
ol the neighborhood immediately surrounding such school shall be determined by the school's chartering authority, The
recovery school district may grant or assign preference m s umibfied enrollment process, deseribed in §2709 of this
Bulletin, to studemts residing within geographic boundaries immediately surrounding each school, as determined by the
recovery school district. Type § charter schools shall not reserve more than 50 percent of spots in each grade level served
for such enrollment preference,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordonce with RS, 1Ti6(AN 103, RS, 17:3973, RS IT:3981, RS, 17105, RS 170107,
and RS, 1719940,

HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Edueation in LR 34: 1373 (luly 2008), amended
LI IT:E75 (March 2000y, LR 372390 ( August 2001), LR 38:752 (March 2002), repromulgaied LR 38: 1394 (June 2002), amended LR
420018 (laly 20106).

82703, Enrvollment Capacity

A A charter school shall not enroll more than 120 percent of the total number of students that i is authorized to
enroll pursuant 1o its approved charter,

B. In determining the enrollment permitted in each school year, a charter school shall determine the enrollment
authorized in its approved charter with respect to the individual school year. Charter schools are not authorized 1o o
cumulative 20 percent incrense in each vear ol its approved charter.

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgmed in sccordance with RS, 1T:00AN 10, RS, 173981, and RS, [ T:3095,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Mromulgated by the Bourd of Elementury and Sceondary Education in LR 34: 1374 (July 2008),

82707, Application Period

A, Prior to each school year, o charter school shall esiablish a designated student application period,

B, A student application period shall not be less than one month nor more than three months,

C. Type 5 charter schools shall comply with any unified application period set by the recovery school district, as
approved by BESE,

D, An application shall be considered timely if it 15 submitted during the charter school's designated application
period,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgmed in secordance with RS, 1T:00AN 100, RS, 173981, and RS, 173991,
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgmed by the Board of Elementary and Secondory Education in LR 3401374 (luly 2008), amended
LR 38752 (March 2002), repromulgated LR 381394 (June 20123,

82700, Enrollment of Students, Lottery, and Waitlist

A, Eaoch student submitting a tmely application and meeting all residency requirements and admission requirements,
as applicable, shall be considered eligible w enroll in a charter school,
B. A charter school shall enroll all eligible students unless the total number of eligible applicants exceeds the
capacity of a program, ¢lass, grade level, or sehool,
C. A charter school shall admit no pupil during the school's designated application period, but shall wait until the
period has ended.
D, At the conclusion of a charter school's designated application period, it shall determine i fewer eligible applicants
have apphied than the maximum number of students that the school can admit,
Lo I fewer eligible applicants have applied than the maximum aumber of students that the school can admit o a
program, a grade level, or the school, all eligible students shall be admiteed,
2. I the wital number of eligible students exceed the capacity of a program, o grade level, or the school, applicants
shall be admitted based on an admissions lotery Trom among the total number of eligible applicants,

o, A charter school shall use a lottery for the selection of students in order to reach its maximum capacity and 1o
determine the order in which studems will be placed on a waitlist,



L. Following the admission of applicants afier a determination that the number of applicants did not exceed the
capacity of a program, a class, or the school, the charter school may continue o accepl applications and admit eligible
students in the order i which applications are received until maximum capacity is reached,

F. A charter school's lottery and continued admission of applicants, following a determination that a lotiery is not
required at the conclusion of the student application period, shall be performed in such a fashion that assures compliance
with all at-risk student population requiremenis, Nothing herein shall preclude the implemeniation of a weighted lotiery
to ensure all at-risk student population requirements are met,

G, Any charter school not participating in the recovery school disiriet’s unified enrollment system in Paragraph J of
this Section shall maintain a waitlist of applicants not admitied to the charter school as a result of capacity being reached
in o program, a grade, or the school,

. Applicants shall be placed on the waitlist in the order in which they were selected in the charter school's lottery
or in the order in which they applied if the application was submitted following the school's application period.

20 I an opening oceurs at a charter school, selection from the waitlist shall begin with the first applicant on the
waitlist,

H. A charter school sholl maintain ats waithist throughout each school vear. Any student admitied to the school must
be an applicant on the waithst, ifa wanlist exists Tor the respective program, grade or schoal,

. The charter school shall repeat the student admission process described in this Section each year,

I, Type 5 charter schools transferred 1o the RSD pursuant o RS, 17:10.5 and RS, 17:10.7 and type 3B charer
schools shall comply with any unified enrollment system established by the RSD for the parish or region where the
charter school is located. The RSD may ereate any policies and procedures to implement a unified enrollment system not
prohibited by this Chapter, and may conduct one or more central lotieries to enroll students at participating schools, and
enrall students applying or requesting transfers after the application period has ended,

l. Upon request of a charter operator, the department shall allow an enrollment preference for students
matriculating into eighth grade or below between two BESE-puthorized charter schools operated by the same charter
aperator

20 In addigon, the Department of Education shall manage a pilot program wherein the department shall allow an
enrollment preference for those students matriculating or transferring into ninth grade or above between eligible BESE-
authorized charter schools for o limited percentage of the seats in the charter school, 1o be determined by the depariment.
The department shall develop an application process for participation in the pilot program which shall evaluate factors
including the applying charter schools' past demonstration of success in preparing at-risk and low-performing students
for college and/or carcer, and the submission of an innovative proposal to utilize the enrollment preference 1o further this
success, The department shall colleet relevant data on the pilot program in order 1o prepare a report o be presented by
the state superintendent w BESE no later than January, at which time BESE shall consider the continuation of the pilot
program based on the results of the report. The report shall imelude data and information including, but not limited o

a. the demographic and academic backgrounds of siudents utilizing the preference;
b, the number and percentage of students who matriculated or transfereed into participating schools;

¢, the number and percentage of students who were admitted to the school utilizing the enrollment preference;
and

d. the number and percentage of students attempting to enroll or transfer in the charter school who were
ineligible 1w utilize the enrollment preference,

K. Beginning with the enrollment process to place students for the 20014-2015 school vear, all BESE-authorized
charter schools (type 2, type 4, and type 5 charter schools) and type b charter schools physically located in Orleans
Parish shall participate in the unified enrollment system and expulsion process established by the recovery school district
for Orleans Parish, with the exception of virual charter schools, The department of education shall have discretion 1o
determine on an individual basis whether 1o require virtual charter schools physically located in Orleans Parish 1o
participate in the unified enrollment system and expulsion process. BESE-authorized charter schools and type 18 charter
schools participating in the unified enrollment sysiem and expulsion process may retain admission requirements,
geographic prelerences, sibling preferences, and disciplinary regulations unrelated o expulsions, if authorized by law or
BESE policy. BESE shall retain authority over the approval of amendmenis to charter contracts for such type 2 and type
4 charter schools for adjustments o grade levels served and enrollment projections, Schools participating in the unified
enrollment and expulsion process shall not be permitied o mamiain student waithists,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in secordmee with BLS. 1T60A107, RS PTI98, and RS, 17:394],

HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in LR 34: 1374 (July 2008}, nmended
LR 38:753 (March 2002), repromulgated LR 38: 1398 (June 2002, amended LR 38:3120 { December 20023, LR 31021 (April 2013),
LR 3% 1437 (Jume 2003), LR 393252 ( December 2003, LR 41:1265 (July 2015)

§2713, At-Risk Students
A, Charter schools shall maimtain required student enrollment percentages as provided in this Section, based on the

demographic information collected i the February 1 pupil membership count for students who were enrolled at the
school the previous Cetober | according 1o the October 1 pupil membership count,

B, The following definitions shall apply in this Section,

Studenis from Local Public School Districis—public school students who reside within the geographic boundaries of
the lacal city or parish school board’s district where a particular charter schoaol is located,

Stwdenes with Exceptionalitfes—students identified as having one or more exceptionalities, as delined in RS,
17:1942, not including gifted and talented,

O Unless otherwise explicitly stated in the charter school's contract, or otherwise provided by charter law, each type
1B or type 2 charter school created as the result of a conversion, tvpe 3 charter school, and type 4 charter school shall
maintain the following student enrollment percentages:



1. the charter school's percentage of free- or reduced-price lunch eligible students shall be greater than or equal o
the percentage of free- or reduced-price lunch eligible students enrolled at the school in the school vear prior io the
establishment of the charter school; and

2. the charter school's percentage of students with exceptionalities shall be greater than or equal to the percentage
of students with exceptionalities enrolled at the school in the school year prior to the establishment of the charter school.

[, Except as otherwise provided by charter law, each type 1, type 1B, or type 2 charter school created ns a new
school shall maintain the following student enrollment percentages:

1. the charter school's percentage of free- or reduced-price lunch eligible students shall be greater than or equal to
85 percent of the percentage of free- or reduced-price lunch eligible students from local public school districts, The
remaining number of students enrolled i the charter school which would be required 1o have the same percentage of
free- or reduced-price lunch eligible students from local public school districts shall be comprised of students who are
otherwise at-risk as defined in §103 of this bulleting and

2. the charter school's percentage ol students with exceptionalities shall be greater than or equal to 85 percent of
the percentage of students with exceptionalities from the local pubhic school districts. The remaining number of students
entolled in the charter school which would be required 1o have the same percentage ol students with exceptionalities
from the local public schoal districts shall be comprised of studems who are otherwise at-risk as defined in §103 of this
bulletin,

E. For the purpose of Subscetion D of this Section, the LDE shall deternine the percentages of free or reduced-price
lunch eligible students and swdents with exceptionalities from local public school districts as follows,

1. For charter schools in operation prior to July 1, 2006, the student enrollment percentages shall be based on the
February 1, 2015 pupil membership count and shall remain fixed until the charter school’s contract is renewed, unless
otherwise provided [or in existing charter contracis.

2. For charter schools beginning an initial or renewal charter contract term on or after July 1, 20016, the student
enrollment percentages shall be based on the pupil membership counts from the school vear immediately preceding the
beginning of the charter contract term and shall remain fixed during the charter contract term, unless the charter contract
specilies that the percentages shall be required 1o reflect the current vear's percentages.

F. The LDE shall perform all caleulations necessary to implement this Section,

G, Annually, the LDE shall make a report (o BESE on the student enrollment percentages detailed in this Section for
all public schools and local education agencies,

H. Each charter authorizer shall hold its authorized charter schools accountable for meeting the required student
enrollment percentages in this Section in accordance with state law by taking the following actions Tor each charter
school that fails to meet required enrollment percentages;

1. conducting an inguiry to determine all nctions taken by the charter school o attempt 1o meet the requirements
and the reasons lor such failure; and

2 providing a written notice to the charter school that provides specific annual enrollment percentage targets the

charter school must meet w demonstrate progress wward meeting the required enrollment percentages, and details how
the charter authorizer will hold the charter school accountable, including any potentinl consequences,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in sccordance with RS, 1 T:60AN 10} RS, 173973, RS, 173981, and RS, 17:399]
HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in LR 34: 1375 (July 2008}, amended
LR 37875 (March 2001), LR 40:1325 (July 2004}, LR 42:550 (April 2016),



