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EDUCATION
Part CXXXIX. Bulletin 126—Charter Schools

Chapter 1. General Provisions
8103, Definitions

A. The words defined in this Section shall have the meanings set forth below whenever they appear in this policy,
unless:

I. the context in which they are used clearly requires a different meaning; or
2. adifferent definition is prescribed for a particular provision,

Apprapriate Technical Infrastructure—any servers, programs, internel access, and/or management systems that
allow user interaction, provide sufficient bandwidth to host courses or online services, and sustain peak periods of usage
without a reduction in performance.

At-Risk Pupit—any pupil about whom at least one of the following is true:

i. s eligible to participate in the federal free or reduced lunch program by demonstrating that he meets the
income requirements established for participation in the program, not necessarily by participating in the program;

ii. is under the age of 20 and has been withdrawn from school prior to graduation for not less than one
semester;

il is under the age of 20 and has failed to achieve the required score on any portion of the examination
required for high school graduation;

iv. is in the eighth grade or below and is reading two or more grade levels below grade level as determined by
one or more of the tests required pursuant to RS, 17:24.4;

v.  has been identified as an exceptional child as defined in R.S. 17:1943, not including gifted and talented; or
vio o is the mother or father of a child.

BESE and/or Board—the state Hoard of Elementary and Secondary Education as created by the Louisiana
Constitution and the Lonisiana Revised Statutes.

Charter—the agreement and authorization to operate a charter school, which includes the charrer contracts and
exhibits.

Chartering Authority—a local school board or the state Board of’ Elementary and Secondary Education,
Charter Operator—he nonprofit corporation or school board authorized to operate a charter schoal,

Charter Seftool—an independent public school that provides a program of elementary and/or secondary education
established pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Louisiana charter school law to provide a learning
environment that will improve pupil achievement,

Charter School Application—the proposal submitted to BESE, which includes but is not limited to, responses to
guestions concerning;

i, acharter school's education program;
i, governance, leadership, and management;
iii,  financial plan; and
iv.  fcilities,
Charter School Law—Louisiana laws, RS, 17:3971 et seq., governing the operation of a charter schoal,
C'ore Subject—shall include those subjects defined as core subjects in Bulletin 741,

Department of Edwcation or LDE or Deparimeni—the Louisiana Department of Education, The Department of
Education includes the recovery school district, or RSD, where references are made to type 5 charter schoals.

Hearing Officer—the individual assigned by BESE to perform adjudicatory functions at charter school revocation
hearings,

Instructional and Communication Hardware—any equipment used to ensure students can access and engage with
the educational program (e.z., headphones, wireless air cards, learning management systems, web-based communication
tools),

fnstractional Coach—a parent or guardian, extended adult family member, or other adult designated by the parent
or guardian who works in person with each virtual charter school student under the guidance of the Louisiana-licensed
professional teacher,

Lacal School Board—any city, parish, or other local education agency.

Management Organization—a for-profit company that manages academic, fiscal, and operational services on
behalf of boards of directors of BESE-authorized charter schools through contractual agreements,

Public Service Organization—any community-based group of 50 or more persons incorporated under the laws of
this state that meets all of the following requirements;

i.  has a charitable, eleemosynary, or philanthropic purpose; and is qualified as a tax-exempt organization
under section 501(c) of the United States Internal Revenue Code and is organized for a public purpose.



State Supevintendent—the superintendent of education, who is the chief administrative officer of the Louisiana
Department of Education, and who shall administer, coordinate, and supervise the activities of the department in
accordance with law, regulation, and policy.

Technical Access—computer and internet availability sufficient to ensure access for all students,

Virtual School—an educational program operated for a minimum of one academic vear and covering specified
educational learning objectives for the purpose of obtaining a Louisiana certified diploma, the delivery of such a program
being through an electronic medium such that the students are not required to be at a specific location in order receive
instruction from a teacher, but instead access instruction remotely through computers and other technology, which may
separate the student and teacher by time and space. This does not preclude the ability of said program to host face-to-face
meetings, including field trips, extracurricular activities, conferences between the student, parents, and teachers, or any
such related events,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordones with RS, 17:60AK 100, S, 17:3981, and RS, 17:3973,

HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in LR 34:1357 (July 2008), amended
LR 3767 (March 2001}, LR 37:2383 (August 20001), LR 38:37 (Junuary 20012), LR 38:750 (March 2012), repromulgated LR 38:1392
flune 2002), amended LR 38:1583 (July 2012, LR 39:3062 (November 2003), LR 40:1321 (July 2014},

§2701. Students Eligible to Attend

A, Type 2 Charter Schools. Students meeting residency requirements established in a Type 2 charter school's charter
are eligible to attend a Type 2 charter school, A Type 2 charter school may establish residency requirements for students
living within the state or may establish residency requirements restricted to a particular parish or parishes,

B. Type 4 Charter Schools. Only students who would be eligible to attend a traditional public school operated by the
local school board helding the Type 4 charter or students from the same areas as those permitted to attend the preexisting
school, if a conversion charter, are eligible to attend a Type 4 charter school, unless an agreement with another city,
parish, or other local school board is reached to allow students to attend the charter school,

C. Type 5 Charter School Transferred Pursuant to R.S, 17:10.5, Students eligible to attend a Type 5 charter school
transferred to the jurisdiction of the Recovery School Distriel pursuant 1o RS, 17:10.5 include those students who would
have been eligible to enroll in or attend the pre-existing school under the jurisdiction of the city, parish, or other local
public school board or other public school entity prior to its transfer to the recovery school district, In addition, if
capacity exists, any students who are eligible to participate in a school choice program established by the prior system
shall be permitted to enroll in such Type 5 charter schools which have capacity for another student in the appropriate
grade.

[, Type 5 Charter School Transferred Pursuant to R.S. 17:10.7. Students eligible to attend a Type 5 charter school
transferred to the jurisdiction of the recovery school district include any student eligible to attend any school in the
system from which the school was transferred. Students eligible to attend such Type 5 charter schools may be required to
reside in o designated attendance zone, ns set forth in a charter school's approved charter,

E.  Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, each elementary and middle charter school, other than a Type 2 charter
school, may request from and be granted by its chartering authority the authority to give preference in its enrollment
procedures to students residing within the neighborhood immediately surrounding the school, The geographic boundaries
of the neighborhood immediately surrounding such school shall be determined by the school's chartering authority. The
recovery school district may grant or assign preference in its unified enrollment process, described in §2709 of this
Bulletin, to students residing within geographic boundaries immediately surrounding each school, as determined by the
recovery school district. Type 5 charter schools shall not reserve more than 50 percent of spots in each grade level served
for such enrollment preference,

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in secordance with RS, TT:6(AN 10), RS, 17:3973, LS, 17:3981, RS, 17:10.5, .S, 17:10.7,
and RS, 17:1990,

HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in LR 34:1373 (July 2008), amended
LR 37875 (March 2011), LR 37:2390 (August 2001), LR 38:752 (March 2012), repromulgated LR 38:1394 {lune 2012),



