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Attachment 2 





Summary of Petition for Rulemaking and Agency Response 

Proposed Revisions to Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook 

Background  

R.S. 49:953(C) and LAC 28, Part I, Section 1309, permit any interested person to petition the State Board 

of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) executive director in writing to adopt a new rule or amend 

or repeal an existing rule contained within the Louisiana Administrative Code, Title 28. Within 90 days of 

receipt of the petition for rulemaking, the executive director, after consulting with the board’s officers, shall 

either:  

1. initiate procedures for processing a proposed regulation, along with the rulemaking procedures 

provided in R.S. 49:950 et seq., upon approval to proceed with rulemaking; or  

2. shall notify the petitioner in writing, stating the reason(s) for the denial, upon a denial to proceed 

with rulemaking. 

 

Petition Received  

On June 9, 2021 the BESE executive director received a Petition for Rulemaking from Ms. Carissima 

Edwards, who petitioned to amend Bulletin 1508, Sections 107 and 1513, relative to individuals who are 

eligible to participate in the comprehensive multidisciplinary evaluation of students suspected of having an 

exceptionality and to provide related services to eligible students with exceptionalities. Ms. Edwards 

contends that the current policy does not consider Licensed Professional Counselors (LPC) and Licensed 

Marriage and Family Therapists (LMFT) to be “qualified personnel” for purposes of providing the 

aforementioned services. Consequently, Ms. Edwards requests that the policy be revised to explicitly 

authorize LPCs and LMFTs as “qualified personnel,” to allow those professionals to conduct 

comprehensive multidisciplinary evaluations and provide counseling as a related services. 

 

 

Response  

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Louisiana Revised Statutes 17:1941 et seq., 

require that a student suspected of having a qualifying exceptionality receive a comprehensive 

multidisciplinary evaluation conducted by qualified examiners. Qualified examiners include pupil appraisal 

professionals certified by the state Department of Education and qualified professionals from other agencies 

or in private practice. Although LPCs and LMFTs are not explicitly referred to in the list of pupil appraisal 

professionals, Bulletin 1508, §107.A.2. grants LEAs broad authority to employ and engage any other 

qualified professionals as part of the multidisciplinary team to conduct comprehensive, individualized 

eligibility evaluations of students suspected of having a qualifying exceptionality, including LPCs and 

LMFTs.  

 

Similarly, Bulletin 1508 also does not expressly prohibit LPCs and LMFTs from providing counseling as a 

related service. The definition of related services includes developmental, corrective, and other supportive 

services that are required to assist a student with an exceptionality to receive meaningful benefit from 

special educational services. One of the fundamental principles of the IDEA and our Exceptionality Laws 

is that Individualized Education Program (IEP) Teams must review all relevant student information, 

including evaluations and have the authority to identify and attempt to provide any related services that 

may deliver meaningful educational benefit to the child, which may include counseling services provided 

by LPCs and/or LMFTs.  

 

BESE appreciates there are differing opinions on these issues, but will not pursue further revisions to 

Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook, at this time.  

 




