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P.0O. Box 94064, Capitol Station, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 - PHONE: 225-342-5840 - FAX: 225-342-5843

February 1, 2022
MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Patrick Page Cortez, Senate President
Representative Clay Schexnayder, Speaker of the House
Senator Cleo Fields, Chair, Senate Committee on Education
Representative Lance Harris, Chair, House Committee on Education

FROM: Shan N. Davis, Executive Director Q_\ 4 9‘2 )
Board of Elementary and Secondary Educa¥|onﬂ'

RE: 2021 Yearly Action Report

Pursuant to R.S. 49:968(K), the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education is
submitting the attached 2021 Yearly Action Report regarding adoption,
amendment, or repeal of any rule or the adoption, increase, or decrease of any fee
during the calendar year 2021 (January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2021).
Also attached are the summaries regarding petitions for rulemaking reviewed by
the Board during the calendar year 2021 (January 1, 2021, through December 31,
2021).

Please contact me if | may be of assistance to you concerning these documents.
SND:sir
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For BESE Office Use Only
Petition for Rulemaking

W for submission to the
Louisiana State Board of Elementary

and Secondary Education (BESE) Signature
Date formally presented to BESE

Date received
Received by

3 L —

(/(/LV[ XS\W\(I\ kClede( , a citizen of the state of Louisiana, whose signature
is appended to this petition, hereby petition the Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education {BESE), in accordance with the Louisiana Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(C) and LAC
28:1.1309, regarding the following: {Use separate form for each bulletin)

Bulletin number: \6 0 ?,

Section number(s): \ @’;{' &Jf\d\

The petition requests that BESE: (Check all that apply)

__Adopt new Rule(s) \_/Amend current Rule(s) __Repeal current Rule(s), as follows:

Justification for the requested revisi (s) (Summar/ze con ent and impact of pr oposa/)
Uy Han ountnk Guid Ling) | Fov fHLngin d oullibly oo

Wnpel diackintedpcct Hhg &h(syﬁ Sechonl 41y om uabn !
Whnadn ottt Licented Prodesnonod Counelar Som Luahion j
OO [0¢ pvovidinG Seinalet. Beace T pMove b anend 508 (0

- end (oS naud e d Pro RIC0alConanie f or
Oucd Lzl d Wi iase e Bl N Taluoputy. Eaca ditiplng
Yunadch ot Liteel puind WinduadAd OL(\’()?WML '\Ui O 0.

Additional pages or a separate attachment are acceptable.

Petitioner’s designee: (if applicable)
The petitioner designates . as the representative of this petition.

Mailing Address
Email (optional) Phone foptional)

Petitioner lz\f?rmatlon

Name JINERN ) P;d I/UW&M ;L‘\O(—
mailing address_|B | N (Aol lQind} &’ér \M@/mm@ LA apt
Al Phone (optional) 6@‘" 0{% 4/*5%5

Y'QMMVWM //ﬂ)@/([l%\u%/ U“ﬁ Date Lﬁd/

Petitioner’s signature L
Designee’s signature (if applicable) Date

Email (optional)

The petition must be submitted via certified mail and addressed to:
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education R EC E'\g I
Attn: Shan Davis, Executive Director ' ' T e
P.0. Box 94064, Capitol Station . N
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 JUN 09 2021

Boare! of Eiementary
and Se«.ndary Education




Summary of Petition for Rulemaking and Agency Response
Proposed Revisions to Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook

Background
R.S. 49:953(C) and LAC 28, Part |, Section 1309, permit any interested person to petition the State Board
of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) executive director in writing to adopt a new rule or amend
or repeal an existing rule contained within the Louisiana Administrative Code, Title 28. Within 90 days of
receipt of the petition for rulemaking, the executive director, after consulting with the board’s officers, shall
either:

1. initiate procedures for processing a proposed regulation, along with the rulemaking procedures

provided in R.S. 49:950 et seq., upon approval to proceed with rulemaking; or
2. shall notify the petitioner in writing, stating the reason(s) for the denial, upon a denial to proceed

with rulemaking.

Petition Received

On June 9, 2021 the BESE executive director received a Petition for Rulemaking from Ms. Carissima
Edwards, who petitioned to amend Bulletin 1508, Sections 107 and 1513, relative to individuals who are
eligible to participate in the comprehensive multidisciplinary evaluation of students suspected of having an
exceptionality and to provide related services to eligible students with exceptionalities. Ms. Edwards
contends that the current policy does not consider Licensed Professional Counselors (LPC) and Licensed
Marriage and Family Therapists (LMFT) to be “qualified personnel” for purposes of providing the
aforementioned services. Consequently, Ms. Edwards requests that the policy be revised to explicitly
authorize LPCs and LMFTs as “qualified personnel,” to allow those professionals to conduct
comprehensive multidisciplinary evaluations and provide counseling as a related services.

Response

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Louisiana Revised Statutes 17:1941 et seq.,
require that a student suspected of having a qualifying exceptionality receive a comprehensive
multidisciplinary evaluation conducted by qualified examiners. Qualified examiners include pupil appraisal
professionals certified by the state Department of Education and qualified professionals from other agencies
or in private practice. Although LPCs and LMFTs are not explicitly referred to in the list of pupil appraisal
professionals, Bulletin 1508, §107.A.2. grants LEAs broad authority to employ and engage any other
qualified professionals as part of the multidisciplinary team to conduct comprehensive, individualized
eligibility evaluations of students suspected of having a qualifying exceptionality, including LPCs and
LMFTs.

Similarly, Bulletin 1508 also does not expressly prohibit LPCs and LMFTs from providing counseling as a
related service. The definition of related services includes developmental, corrective, and other supportive
services that are required to assist a student with an exceptionality to receive meaningful benefit from
special educational services. One of the fundamental principles of the IDEA and our Exceptionality Laws
is that Individualized Education Program (IEP) Teams must review all relevant student information,
including evaluations and have the authority to identify and attempt to provide any related services that
may deliver meaningful educational benefit to the child, which may include counseling services provided
by LPCs and/or LMFTSs.

BESE appreciates there are differing opinions on these issues, but will not pursue further revisions to
Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook, at this time.
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STATE BOARD of ELEMENTARY and SECONDARY EDUCATION

P.O. Box 94064, Capitol Station, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 - PHONE: 225-342-5840 + FAX: 225-342-5843

September 16, 2021

Ms. Carissima Edwards
1521 N Cumberland St.
Metairie, LA 70003

Dear Ms. Edwards:

The Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education met
in regular session on August 18, 2021, and took the following action:

On motion of Ms. Voitier, seconded by Mr. Castille, the Board
received the Petition for Rulemaking regarding Bulletin 1508: Pupil
Appraisal Handbook, §107. Qualified Examiners; and §1513.
School Social Work Services, submitted by Ms. Carissima
Edwards.

On motion of Ms. Voitier, seconded by Ms. Ellis, the Board referred
the matter to LDE administration in policy to review language
concerning Bulletin 1508: Pupil Appraisal Handbook, §107.
Qualified Examiners; and §1513. School Social Work Services.

Please contact this office should you need additional assistance with this
matter.

Sincerely,

S A Do

Shan N. Davis
Executive Director

SND:slIr

www.bese.louisiana.gov



