8(g) Special Project Allocation for Enhancing Attendance Support
Frequently Asked Questions  |  FY 2026-2027
GENERAL INFORMATION
1. What is the 8(g) Special Project?
The FY 2026-2027 8(g) budget includes $3,000,000 in additional funding for a Special Project to improve student attendance and reduce chronic absenteeism and truancy. Funding supports eligible SIS purchases, expansions, renewals, SIS-related professional development, and/or student transportation.
2. How much funding will my agency receive?
Each eligible agency will receive an equal allocation of $42,250.
3. What must be submitted, and when is it due?
Submit the completed proposal form, including the Dated Certificate of Agency Head, the Budget Summary, and the Budget Detail pages, to the BESE office by November 16, 2026.
ALLOWABLE EXPENDITURES
4. What can the funds be used for?
Funds are limited to two categories: (1) purchase of a new (SIS) or expansion of the agency’s current (SIS), including professional development related to the SIS; and (2) transportation costs directly related to improving attendance, such as additional bus routes, fuel, and public or specialized transportation services.
5. Which budget object subcodes may be used?
Only two object subcodes may be used:
320 – Purchased Educational Services: purchase or expansion of the SIS and SIS-related professional development.
510 – Student Transportation Services: transportation costs that support attendance.
Shaded (grey) areas on the Budget Summary and Budget Detail pages are not applicable and should be left blank. The total requested may not exceed the agency’s allocation.
6. Can an SIS renewal paid before July 1, 2026, qualify?
Yes, as a limited exception. SIS renewals paid in May or June 2026 for FY 2026-2027 services may qualify with BESE approval. The approved proposal, invoice, proof of payment, and subscription period must support the expense. Only the attendance-related portion qualifies; FY 2027-2028 renewals do not.
7. What SIS expenditures may be proposed?
Purchase or expansion of SIS capabilities and professional development directly related to the SIS. “Expansion” means adding new modules, features, integrations, or users to the agency’s existing SIS (for example, an attendance early-warning module, parent notification tools, or attendance analytics). The proposal should describe the improvement and explain how it will support attendance monitoring and intervention.
8. How much of a multi-purpose SIS can be reimbursed?
Only the portion of the SIS cost attributable to attendance-related functions may be eligible for reimbursement. BESE will review requests involving multi-purpose systems on a case-by-case basis and determine the allowable reimbursement amount or percentage based on the documentation provided. Agencies should submit the invoice and information describing the system's functions to assist with the review.
9. What transportation expenditures may be proposed?
Purchase of additional bus routes, fuel, public transportation, and specialized transportation services that address barriers to attendance.
10. What fuel expenditures are allowable?
Fuel for additional bus routes supported by this allocation is allowable under Subcode 510. Routine fuel for existing routes is not eligible.
11. What is not allowable?
Expenses outside Subcodes 320 and 510 or unrelated to attendance are not eligible, including salaries, benefits, general supplies, equipment, gift or gas cards, student incentives, vehicle purchases, and non-attendance SIS functions. Funds may not supplant MFP or SGF programs.
12. Can an agency request funding for both SIS and transportation?
Yes. Agencies may request SIS expenses, transportation costs, or a combination of both, provided the total amount requested does not exceed the agency's allocation and all expenditures meet the Special Project requirements.
REIMBURSEMENT AND REPORTING
13. How will funds be paid?
Funds are paid on a reimbursement basis. Agencies must first pay for approved expenses and submit the 8(g) reimbursement request form with invoices, proof of payment, and any required SIS cost-allocation documentation.
14. What is the spending period, and when are reimbursement requests due?
The expenditure period is July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027. A limited exception for FY 2026-2027 SIS renewals paid in May or June 2026 is described in Question 6. The final reimbursement request is due July 6, 2027.
15. Can we be reimbursed for costs incurred before our proposal is approved?
Yes. Otherwise eligible costs incurred on or after July 1, 2026, but before proposal approval may be considered once approved, if documented, budgeted, and non-supplanting. See Question 6 for the limited May-June 2026 SIS-renewal exception.
16. Can we submit more than one reimbursement request?
Yes. Agencies may submit reimbursement requests throughout the year as expenditures are made.
17. What if we need to change our approved budget?
Submit a budget revision request to the BESE office by May 29, 2027. Revised budgets must use only object codes 320 and 510 and may not exceed the agency’s allocation. Budget revisions must be approved by BESE before expenditures are charged to the revised budget.
18. What happens to funds that are not spent by June 30, 2027?
Any portion of an agency's allocation not expended by June 30, 2027 and not submitted for reimbursement by July 6, 2027, will no longer be available for reimbursement. Unused funds will be handled in accordance with BESE's applicable 8(g) fiscal procedures.
19. Will we have to submit a progress report?
In accordance with House Bill 1, Section 18B, agencies may be required to provide a mid-year report on progress to date on SIS expansion and transportation costs.
QUESTIONS
For questions about the allocation or required forms, contact Kimberly Tripeaux at 225-342-5840 or Kimberly.tripeaux@la.gov.
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