NOTICE OF INTENT
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

Bulletin 118 – Statewide Assessment Standards and Practices
LEAP 2026 Science Assessment
(LAC 28: XI.5107 and 5701)

In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 17:6(A)(10) and the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), R.S. 49:953(B)(1) et seq., the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) proposes to amend LAC 28:XI in Bulletin 118 – Statewide Assessment Standards and Practices. The proposed policy revisions provide grade level updates based on Act 472 of the 2025 Regular Legislative Session. The changes reflect the transition of the LEAP 2025 Science assessment from grades 3-8 to grades 4 and 7, continuing administration of criterion-referenced science assessments in high school, effective beginning with the 2027-2028 school year.
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A.	...
B.	Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (LEAP) 2025. Criterion-referenced tests in English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies in grades 3-8 and tests administered upon completion of English I, English II, Algebra I, geometry, biology, civics, and U.S. history in high school assess student performance relative to specific benchmarks established in the state's content standards and provide data for evaluating student, school, and district performance. Effective beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, criterion-referenced social studies assessments will be administered in high school and in grades 3, 5, and 8. Effective beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, criterion-referenced science assessments will be administered in high school and in grades 4 and 7.
B.1. – G.	…
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:24.4 and R.S. 17:391.11.
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Department of Education, Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 31:1526 (July 2005), amended LR 32:233 (February 2006), LR 33:255 (February 2007), LR 36:477 (March 2010), LR 40:2509 (December 2014), LR 44:462 (March 2018), LR 47:566 (May 2021), LR 49:44 (January 2023), LR 49:645 (April 2023), LR 51:2036 (December 2025), LR 52:214 (February 2026), LR 52:
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[bookmark: Temp]A. – B.1.	...
2.	Repealed.
3. – 7.	…
8.	LEAP 2025 Science; grades 3-8; 2019 to spring 2027.
9.	LEAP 2025 Science; grades 4 and 7; beginning spring 2028 and beyond.
C. - I.10.
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:24.4.
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 31:1534 (July 2005), amended LR 32:235 (February 2006), LR 34:66 (January 2008), LR 34:1352 (July 2008), LR 35:218 (February 2009), LR 36:967 (May 2010), LR 37:858 (March 2011), LR 38:34 (January 2012), LR 39:74 (January 2013), LR 39:1019 (April 2013), LR 40:1319 (July 2014), LR 40:2512 (December 2014), LR 44:465 (March 2018), LR 44:2127 (December 2018), LR 46:15 (January 2020), LR 47:566 (May 2021), repromulgated LR 47:721 (June 2021), amended LR 48:38 (January 2022), LR 49:44 (January 2023), LR 49:646 (April 2023), LR 51:2036 (December 2025), LR 52:214 (February 2026), LR 52:
Family Impact Statement
In accordance with section 953 and 974 of title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, there is hereby submitted a Family Impact Statement on rules proposed for adoption, repeal, or amendment. All Family Impact Statements will be kept on file in the state board office which has adopted, amended, or repealed rules in accordance with the applicable provisions of the law relating to public records.
1.	Will the proposed Rule affect the stability of the family? No.
2.	Will the proposed Rule affect the authority and rights of parents regarding the education and supervision of their children? No.
3.	Will the proposed Rule affect the functioning of the family? No.
4.	Will the proposed Rule affect family earnings and family budget? No.
5.	Will the proposed Rule affect the behavior and personal responsibility of children? No.
6.	Is the family or local government able to perform the function as contained in the proposed Rule? Yes.
Poverty Impact Statement
In accordance with section 973 of title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, there is hereby submitted a Poverty Impact Statement on rules proposed for adoption, amendment, or repeal. All Poverty Impact Statements will be in writing and kept on file in the state agency which has adopted, amended, or repealed rules in accordance with the applicable provisions of the law relating to public records. For the purposes of this section, the word “poverty” means living at or below 100 percent of the federal poverty line.
1.	Will the proposed Rule affect the household income, assets, and financial authority? No.
2.	Will the proposed Rule affect early childhood development and preschool through postsecondary education development? No.
3.	Will the proposed Rule affect employment and workforce development? No.
4.	Will the proposed Rule affect taxes and tax credits? No.
5.	Will the proposed Rule affect child and dependent care, housing, health care, nutrition, transportation, and utilities assistance? No.
Small Business Analysis
The impact of the proposed Rule on small businesses as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act has been considered. It is estimated that the proposed action is not expected to have a significant adverse impact on small businesses. The agency, consistent with health, safety, environmental and economic welfare factors has considered and, where possible, utilized regulatory methods in the drafting of the proposed rule that will accomplish the objectives of applicable statutes while minimizing the adverse impact of the proposed rule on small businesses.
Provider Impact Statement
The proposed Rule should not have any known or foreseeable impact on providers as defined by HCR 170 of 2014 Regular Legislative Session. In particular, there should be no known or foreseeable effect on:
1.	the effect on the staffing level requirements or qualifications required to provide the same level of service;
2.	the total direct and indirect effect on the cost to the providers to provide the same level of service; or
3.	the overall effect on the ability of the provider to provide the same level of service.
Public Comments
Interested persons may submit written comments via the U.S. Mail until noon, August 10, 2026, to Tavares Walker, Executive Director, Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, Box 94064, Capitol Station, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064. Written comments may also be hand delivered to Tavares Walker, Executive Director, Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, Suite 5-190, 1201 North Third Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 and must be date stamped by the BESE office on the date received. Public comments must be dated and include the original signature of the person submitting the comments.

Tavares A. Walker
Executive Director

FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
RULE TITLE: Bulletin 118 – Statewide Assessment Standards and Practices LEAP 2026 Science Assessment

I. [bookmark: _GoBack]ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)	
The proposed rule change is anticipated to reduce expenditures within the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) by approximately $1.5 M annually, beginning in FY 28, as a result of the elimination of four state science assessments administered each year. The estimated savings are attributable to reduced costs for assessment scoring, psychometric services, item development, and forms construction. These expenditure reductions were previously contemplated in the fiscal note for Act 472 of the 2025 RS. As a result, the proposed rule change is not anticipated to generate additional savings beyond those previously recognized.

Local education agencies may realize an indeterminable reduction in expenditures associated with administering state assessments. The elimination of four state science assessments each year is anticipated to reduce staffing needs during testing windows, including personnel serving as assessment proctors. The magnitude of any savings will vary among local education agencies based on local compensation practices and staffing arrangements.
II. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)	
There is no anticipated effect on the revenue collections of state or local governmental units as a result of the proposed rule change.
III. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS, SMALL BUSINESSES, OR NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS (Summary)	
Students and local education agencies may experience a reduction in testing burden due to the decrease in the number of state science assessments administered each year. Any reduction in revenues to businesses contracted to develop, print, administer, or score statewide science assessments has already been contemplated through implementation of Act 472 of the 2025 RS and reflected in prior testing contract reductions. Therefore, the proposed rule change is not expected to result in additional costs or benefits to directly affected persons, small businesses, or nongovernmental groups.  
IV. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT (Summary)	
The proposed rule change may result in a reduction in the hiring of temporary staff by local education agencies needed to proctor assessments.
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