NOTICE OF INTENT
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

Bulletin 140– Louisiana Early Childhood Care and Education Network
Early Childhood
(LAC 28: CLXVII.503, 509, and 511)

In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 17:6(A)(10) and the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), R.S. 49:953(B)(1) et seq., the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) proposes to amend LAC 28: CLXVII in Bulletin 140–Louisiana Early Childhood Care and Education Network. The aforementioned revisions update the CLASS® observation tool used in early childhood classrooms to measure the experiences of children and to calculate performance ratings for publicly funded sites and community networks. The CLASS® 2nd Edition Infant-Toddler and CLASS® 2nd Edition Pre-K-3rd are being adopted effective with the 2026-2027 academic year.
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[bookmark: _Toc419194002][bookmark: _Toc438552851][bookmark: _Toc189142896]§503.	Coordinated Observation Plan and Observation Requirements
A. – B.	…
1.	A CLASS® observation is an observation of the typical experiences of children in a classroom using the appropriate Infant-Toddler or Pre-K-3rd CLASS® tool using all domains, typically occurring during the morning, in which a reliable observer conducts four 20-minute cycles of observation and note-taking followed by at least 10 minutes of scoring after each observation cycle.
2.	…
a.	CLASS® observations for infant classrooms must include both CLASS® 2nd Edition Infant-Toddler domains, which are emotional and behavioral support and engaged support for learning, and all dimensions contained within.
b.	CLASS® observations for toddler classrooms must include both CLASS® 2nd Edition Infant-Toddler domains, which are emotional and behavioral support and engaged support for learning, and all dimensions contained within.
c.	CLASS® observations for pre-K classrooms must include all three CLASS® 2nd Edition Pre-K-Third domains, which are emotional support, classroom organization, and instructional support, and all dimensions contained within.
3. – 3.e.	…
4.	Use of CLASS® 2nd Edition Infant-Toddler or CLASS® 2nd Edition Pre-K-3rd. Classrooms shall be observed with the same CLASS® tool throughout the academic year based on the composition of the classroom when the observation plan required in accordance with Subsection C of this Section is submitted according to the following:
a.	The CLASS® 2nd Edition Infant-Toddler tool shall be used in any classroom where only infants and toddlers are served or in classrooms where at least fifty percent of children are infants or toddlers
b.	The CLASS® 2nd Edition Pre-K-3rdtool shall be used in any classroom where more than fifty percent of the students are pre-k children, or where more than fifty percent of the children are pre-K and kindergarten students.
c. – e.	Repealed.
B.5. – E.	…
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:6 and 17:407.30 et seq.
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2586 (December 2015), amended LR 42:1872 (November 2016), LR 43:2131 (November 2017), LR 44:1440 (August 2018), LR 45:1453 (October 2019), LR 47:452 (April 2021), LR 48:1010 (April 2022), LR 49:1715 (October 2023), LR 52:
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A. – A.1.	…
2.	Effective from the 2020-2021 through the 2025-2026 academic year, the performance rating for each publicly-funded site shall be based on the average of the dimension-level infant, toddler, and pre-K-3 observation results from the fall and spring observation periods for all infant, toddler, and pre-K classrooms within the site, excluding the negative climate dimensions.
a. – a.ii.	…
3.	…
4.	Sites that have classrooms which receive a score of 3.5 or above for the negative climate dimension will receive a notice in writing at the end of the observation period in which the score was received. If a site receives a notice for two consecutive observation periods, an indicator of high negative climate may be reported on the performance profile. 
5.	Beginning with the 2026-2027 academic year and beyond, the performance rating for each publicly-funded site shall be based on the average of the dimension-level infant-toddler and pre-K-3rd observation results from the fall and spring observation periods for all infant, toddler, and pre-K classrooms within the site, excluding the negative climate dimensions. 
B. – G.	… 
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:6 and 17:407.21 et seq.
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2587 (December 2015), amended LR 42:1873 (November 2016), LR 44:1442 (August 2018), LR 45:1453 (October 2019), LR 47:1286 (September 2021), LR 48:1010 (April 2022), LR 49:1716 (October 2023), LR 52:
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A. – A.3.	…
B.	Prior to the 2020-2021 academic year, CLASS® observation results will be determined by averaging the results of all fall and spring dimension-level toddler and pre-K-3 observation results for all toddler and pre-K classrooms within the community network excluding negative climate. 
1. – I.	…
J.	Effective from the 2020-2021 through the 2025-2026 academic year, the CLASS® observation results will be determined by averaging the results of all fall and spring dimension-level infant, toddler, and pre-K observation results for all infant, toddler, and pre-K classrooms within the community network, excluding negative climate.
K.	Effective from the 2026-2027 academic year and beyond, the CLASS® observation results will be determined by averaging the results of all fall and spring dimension-level infant-toddler and pre-K observation results for all infant, toddler, and pre-K classrooms within the community network, excluding negative climate.
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:6 and 17:407.21 et seq.
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2588 (December 2015), amended LR 42:1874 (November 2016), LR 44:1442 (August 2018), LR 45:1454 (October 2019), LR 47:1286 (September 2021), LR 49:1716 (October 2023), LR 52:
Family Impact Statement
In accordance with section 953 and 974 of title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, there is hereby submitted a Family Impact Statement on rules proposed for adoption, repeal, or amendment. All Family Impact Statements will be kept on file in the state board office which has adopted, amended, or repealed rules in accordance with the applicable provisions of the law relating to public records.
1.	Will the proposed Rule affect the stability of the family? No.
2.	Will the proposed Rule affect the authority and rights of parents regarding the education and supervision of their children? No.
3.	Will the proposed Rule affect the functioning of the family? No.
4.	Will the proposed Rule affect family earnings and family budget? No.
5.	Will the proposed Rule affect the behavior and personal responsibility of children? No.
6.	Is the family or local government able to perform the function as contained in the proposed Rule? Yes.
Poverty Impact Statement
In accordance with section 973 of title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, there is hereby submitted a Poverty Impact Statement on rules proposed for adoption, amendment, or repeal. All Poverty Impact Statements will be in writing and kept on file in the state agency which has adopted, amended, or repealed rules in accordance with the applicable provisions of the law relating to public records. For the purposes of this section, the word “poverty” means living at or below 100 percent of the federal poverty line.
1.	Will the proposed Rule affect the household income, assets, and financial authority? No.
2.	Will the proposed Rule affect early childhood development and preschool through postsecondary education development? No.
3.	Will the proposed Rule affect employment and workforce development? No.
4.	Will the proposed Rule affect taxes and tax credits? No.
5.	Will the proposed Rule affect child and dependent care, housing, health care, nutrition, transportation, and utilities assistance? No.
Small Business Analysis
The impact of the proposed Rule on small businesses as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act has been considered. It is estimated that the proposed action is not expected to have a significant adverse impact on small businesses. The agency, consistent with health, safety, environmental and economic welfare factors has considered and, where possible, utilized regulatory methods in the drafting of the proposed rule that will accomplish the objectives of applicable statutes while minimizing the adverse impact of the proposed rule on small businesses.
Provider Impact Statement
The proposed Rule should not have any known or foreseeable impact on providers as defined by HCR 170 of 2014 Regular Legislative Session. In particular, there should be no known or foreseeable effect on:
1.	the effect on the staffing level requirements or qualifications required to provide the same level of service;
2.	the total direct and indirect effect on the cost to the providers to provide the same level of service; or
3.	the overall effect on the ability of the provider to provide the same level of service.
Public Comments
Interested persons may submit written comments via the U.S. Mail until noon, June 10, 2026, to Tavares Walker, Executive Director, Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, Box 94064, Capitol Station, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064. Written comments may also be hand delivered to Tavares Walker, Executive Director, Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, Suite 5-190, 1201 North Third Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 and must be date stamped by the BESE office on the date received. Public comments must be dated and include the original signature of the person submitting the comments.
Tavares A. Walker
Executive Director
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FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
RULE TITLE: Bulletin 140– Louisiana Early Childhood Care and Education Network Early Childhood

I. ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)	
There are no anticipated implementation costs or savings to state or local governmental units due to the proposed rule change. The proposed rule change amends LAC 28: CLXVII in Bulletin 140–Louisiana Early Childhood Care and Education Network. The proposed rule change updates the CLASS® observation tool used in early childhood classrooms to measure the experiences of children and to calculate performance ratings for publicly funded sites and community networks. The CLASS® 2nd Edition Infant-Toddler and CLASS® 2nd Edition Pre-K-3rd are being adopted effective with the 2026-2027 academic year.
II. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)	
There is no anticipated effect on the revenue collections of state or local governmental units as a result of the proposed rule change.
III. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS, SMALL BUSINESSES, OR NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS (Summary)	
There are no anticipated costs or benefits to directly affected persons, small business, or nongovernmental groups as a result of the proposed rule change.  
IV. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT (Summary)	
There are no anticipated effects on competition and employment.
Beth Scioneaux	Patrice Thomas
Deputy Superintendent for Management and Finance	Deputy Fiscal Officer
1905#	Legislative Fiscal Office
