










‭Summary of Public Comments and‬
‭Agency Response (SPCAR)‬
‭Regarding Proposed Revisions to‬‭Bulletin 135 - Health‬‭and Safety‬‭, and‬‭Bulletin 741 (Nonpublic) -‬
‭Louisiana Handbook for Nonpublic School Administrators‬

‭Background‬
‭Louisiana R.S. 17:170 outlines the immunization requirements of students entering or attending school in‬
‭addition to provisions for exemptions. Act 675 of the 2024 Regular Legislative Session required that any‬
‭communication issued to students or their parents or guardians relative to immunization requirements‬
‭must include information relative to exemption from such requirements. The statute further mandates‬
‭that no person attending or seeking to enter any school shall be required to provide proof of immunization‬
‭if the person or the parent submits written dissent. In March 2024, the Board of Elementary and‬
‭Secondary Education (BESE) adopted revisions to policy regarding immunization requirements and‬
‭communication.  In October 2024, the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) recommended‬
‭additional revisions to‬‭Bulletin 135 - Health and‬‭Safety,‬‭and‬‭Bulletin 741 (Nonpublic) - Louisiana Handbook‬
‭for Nonpublic School Administrators‬ ‭in response to‬‭the legislation and to further clarify that these‬
‭requirements apply to communication delivered via programs or activities during the school day‬‭.‬

‭Summary of Comments Received‬
‭One public comment was received prior to the December 10, 2024, deadline. The author of the comment‬
‭expressed the following:‬

‭1. ‭There is concern that additional clarity to the revision is required to fully address the initial issue.
‭Additional text has been suggested for consideration.

‭Agency Response‬
‭In response to the concern expressed, the LDOE agrees that while the intent of the provisions proposed is‬
‭to include multiple forms of communication, not just print or digital formats, stakeholders may benefit‬
‭from additional specificity. The LDOE proposes changes to the language to provide further detail and‬
‭clarification.‬
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